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0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards 
Institution on 30 July 1982, after the draft finalized by the Non-Powered 
Materials Handling Equipment Sectional Committee had been approved 
by the Marine, Cargo Movement and Packaging Division Council. 

0.2 Durmg the manufacture of containers their repairing, and marshall- 
ing for loading/unloading, there is often a need to move freight containers 
quickly and easily without using cranes, gantries/side loading fork trucks, 
etc. To facilitate the transportation, this standard has been worked 
out with a system consisting of four fabricated castors ( two swivel and 
two fixed ) complete with special adaptor plates which lock positively by 
means of quick action securing screws into the corner fitting incorporated 
into freight containers. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard specifies the general requirements of the tow-castor 
system for transportation of empty freight containers. 

1.2 The materials and design of the castor, wheel, and towbar are not 
covered in this standard and these are left to the discretion of the 
manufacturer. 

2. TERMINOLOGY 

2.1 For the purpose of this standard the following term and definition 
shall apply in addition to IS : 6839 ( Part I )-1973*. 

♦Glossary of terms relating to non-powered materials , handling equipment: Parti 
Castors and wheels. 
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2*2 Towbar — An integral part of the tow castor system which is easily 
fitted into the castor through some attachment, enabling towing 
manually. 

3. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 The tow castors system shall consist of two swivel castors complete 
with locking screws, two fixed castors complete with locking screws and 
towbars. 

3.2 Tow castors shall be designed for towing empty containers up to 3 
tonnes gross mass. 

3.3 The load bearing capacity per corner of the tow-castor system shall 
be 750 kg, 

3.4 Tow castor adaptors shall locate positively inside corner fitting of 
freight containers and shall be locked with locking screws. 

3.5 The towbar shall be made of tubular fabrication. The towbar 
attachment shall lock into the front of container enabling towing 
manually. 

3.6 Towbar attachment shall always be located into swivel castor end of 
container to give controllability of unit. 

3.7 The towing of freight containers with tow castor shall be permitted 
on good, hard and level grounds. 

4. TEST 

4.1 Wheels and castors shall be tested in accordance with IS : 7369- 
1979*. 



* Specification for wheels and castors. 



